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Hello Everyone--
 
Thank you for agreeing to participate in EPA’s Expert Public Workshop on Alternatives and Risk
Reduction Approaches to Trichloroethylene (TCE) Use as a Degreaser in Washington, DC from July
29th-30th.  We very much appreciate your willingness to contribute.    
 
Attached you will find an updated draft agenda for the workshop which includes all speakers and
presentations we have confirmed at this time. The agenda provides a brief description of the topics
to be covered by your talk. If there are additions to this agenda, we will send an updated version
around. If you have further questions about what should be included in your materials, or the time
alloted for the presentations, please contact us.
 
In preparation for the workshop, please send a brief bio to Katherine Sleasman
(sleasman.katherine@epa.gov) and me (parsons.douglas@epa.gov) by Wednesday, July 23.  This will
allow the session chairs to provide proper introductions for all the speakers. If you will be using a
PowerPoint for your presentation we also ask that you provide those materials to Katherine and me
by Wednesday, July 23 so they may be loaded onto a dedicated computer for the meeting and made
available to off-site participants through a webinar. We ask that your presentation be provided in
PowerPoint format.   We will make sure everything is loaded and ready to go.  And please remember
to show up around 8:30 on Tuesday to allow time to be cleared through building security. 
 
If you have not already, please register online for the meeting using the link below.
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/epa-workshop-alternatives-and-risk-reduction-for-trichloroethylene-
tce-tickets-11540137863
 
If there are further questions, please contact Katherine or me.   Once again, thank you for all the
help over the last few months and your participation in this workshop.   We look forward to seeing
you on Tuesday, July 29th.   For those traveling, we hope you have safe and easy travel. 
 
Best, doug
 
===============
Douglas W. Parsons
Office of Pollution Prevention and Toxics
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1201 Constitution Ave NW
Washington, D.C.  20460
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Expert Public Workshop on Alternatives and 

Risk Reduction Approaches to Trichloroethylene (TCE) 

Use as a Degreaser





Date:  	Tuesday, July 29, 2014, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

	Wednesday, July 30, 2014, 8:30 a.m. to Noon



Location: 	Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

William Jefferson Clinton East Bldg, Room 4225

1201 Constitution Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20460



Background:  



On July 29-30, EPA will hold a public workshop on the use of trichloroethylene (TCE) as a degreaser, availability and efficacy of safer alternatives, and possible risk reduction approaches.  This workshop is being held to support risk reduction activities concerning the health risks from TCE exposures to consumers using spray aerosol degreasers and workers using TCE as a degreaser in small commercial shops identified in the final risk assessment that was released on June 25, 2014.  

     

Goals of the Workshop:



The goals are to generate information from experts on TCE when used as a degreaser to better understand the risk reduction considerations when transitioning to safer alternatives and other cleaning strategies. These risk reduction approaches could be regulatory, non-regulatory, or a combination of both.  



This workshop will examine TCE use as a degreaser in various applications, including cold cleaning, vapor degreasing, or as an aerosol used by consumers or by workers at small commercial shops.  Industry, government, non-governmental organizations, academic experts, states, and others will discuss alternatives and risk reduction approaches to the degreasing uses of TCE. The workshop will include presentations by EPA, keynote lectures by subject matter experts, and sessions focused on vapor degreasing, cold cleaning, and aerosol degreasing. There will be an opportunity for the public to comment, as well.  The workshop will examine the following uses: 



TCE Use in Small Commercial Settings for Degreasing--This use category will focus on the smaller commercial shops that use TCE for degreasing, including vapor and heated degreasing, cold cleaning and aerosol.



TCE Use by Consumers or Hobbyists for Degreasing--This use category will focus on the consumers and hobbyists that use TCE as a degreaser, including cold cleaning and aerosol uses.

[bookmark: _GoBack]

For more information and any background documents, please visit: http://www.epa.gov/oppt/existingchemicals/pubs/workplans.html, or contact Katherine Sleasman on 202-564-7716, sleasman.katherine@epa.gov or Douglas Parsons on 202-564-0341, parsons.douglas@epa.gov



Instructions to register for the workshop, or participate by webinar, can be found here:



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/epa-workshop-alternatives-and-risk-reduction-for-trichloroethylene-tce-tickets-11540137863 




Conference Agenda

All events in EPA East, Room 4225

Tuesday, July 29



		8:30 - 9:00

		Registration



		9:00 – 9:30

		Opening Session



		9:00 - 9:05

		Welcome Remarks 

Wendy Cleland-Hamnett, Director 

Office of Pollution Prevention and Toxics (OPPT), EPA



		9:05 - 9:20

		Findings from the TCE Risk Assessment

Tala Henry, OPPT, EPA



		9:20 - 9:30

		Overview and Purpose of Workshop

Jeff Morris, OPPT, EPA



		9:30 – 10:15

		Opening Keynote Lectures



		9:30 – 9:55

		Keynote Lecture: Evaluating worker risks and process for informed substitution and solvent selection

Julia Quint, (Retired) California Department of Health



		9:55 - 10:15 

		Keynote Lecture: Alternatives process, efficacy and health considerations

Jason Marshall, Toxics Use Reduction Institute (TURI)  



		10:15 – 10:30

		Break 



		10:30 – 12:00 

		Session 1:  Keynote & Background Lectures: Use of TCE and perspectives on application  

Chair: Doug Parsons, OPPT, EPA



		Each presentation in this session will address the following questions regarding aerosol, cold cleaning, and vapor degreasing uses of TCE.

· What are the current degreasing uses of TCE?

· What contaminants does TCE remove?

· What substrates is TCE compatible with?

· What properties of TCE make it an effective degreaser and preferable over alternatives?

· What other factors are important to the use of TCE as a degreaser?

· What health/safety considerations must be considered when using TCE?

· What applications/soils/substrates is TCE not appropriate for use with?



		10:30 – 11:00

		Keynote Lecture: Use of TCE as an aerosol degreaser & cold cleaner 

Katy Wolf, Institute for Research and Technical Assistance (IRTA) 



		11:00 – 11:30



		Keynote Lecture: Use of TCE as a vapor degreaser 

Wayne Ziegler, U.S. Army Research, Development and Engineering Command, Army Research Laboratory



		11:30 – 11:45

		Regulatory Landscape for TCE in Federal and State Air Programs

Margaret Shepard, Office and Air and Radiation (OAR), EPA



		11:45 – 12:00

		Overview of Regulations in California on Solvent Degreasers

David Edwards, California Air Resources Board (via webinar)



		12:00 - 1:00

		Lunch



		1:00 - 1:10  



		Purpose and Goals of Afternoon Discussion Sessions 

Maria J. Doa, OPPT, EPA



		
Sessions 2 and 3 will address the following questions for unique uses of TCE: 

· What properties and characteristics of TCE make it effective and desirable for a given application?

· What alternative chemicals can be substituted for TCE in a given use? 

· Are there critical uses where no viable chemical alternatives exist? 

· In cases with no chemical alternatives, what other measures can be employed to reduce exposure to TCE?

In discussion of these questions, case studies will be used to demonstrate processes that have been used to reduce exposure to TCE (chemical alternatives and alternative processes/process modifications). These case studies should address the following questions (not all questions will be applicable to every case study):

· Where was TCE used and why?

· What was the impetus for seeking an alternative for TCE?

· What considerations were taken into account to identify potential alternatives?

· How was the list of potential alternatives narrowed down?

· How were alternatives evaluated for efficacy?

· How were environmental/health considerations taken into account in identifying alternatives?

· How was a final alternative selected for use?

· What lessons were learned in reducing exposure to TCE that could help inform future decision making?








		1:10 – 2:50



		Session 2: Aerosols and Cold Cleaning

Panel chair: Eileen Sheehan, EPA Region 9

Rapporteur: Katherine Sleasman, OPPT, EPA



		This session will address issues related to the use of TCE in aerosol form and cold cleaning in both small commercial and consumer settings. The panelists will be followed by discussion. 



Short panel presentations: 

1. Identification of  less toxic TCE alternatives in automotive/electronic applications, Katy Wolf, IRTA

2. Balancing functionality with efficacy, Steve Bennett, Consumer Specialty Products Association

3. Reformulation of product line to remove chlorinated solvents, Michael Muth, Slide Company 

4. Experiences in evaluating cold cleaning alternatives to TCE, successes and failures, Jason Marshall, TURI

5. Case studies on use of aqueous cleaners, Brent Ekstrand, Astropak

6. Reducing TCE Waste in the Fabricated Metals Sector  and Overview of P2 reporting, Dan Teitlebaum, EPA/TRI

Potential Outcomes: 

1) List of criteria that potential alternatives will need to satisfy if they are to be used as replacements for TCE. 

2) What key lessons were learned in transitioning from TCE to an alternative that could help inform future substitutions? 

3) Are there generalizations that can be made so that future substitutions are easier to conduct? 

4) Are there any characteristics, or combinations of characteristics that resulted in no viable alternatives to TCE? 

5) List of measures other than chemical substitution that can be used to reduce exposure to TCE. 



		2:50 – 3:00

		Break








		3:00 – 4:30 



		Session 3: Vapor Degreasing

Panel chair: Ward Penberthy, OPPT, EPA

Rapporteur: Brad Goodwin, OPPT, EPA 



		This session will address issues related to the use of TCE in vapor degreasing applications in small commercial settings. The panelists will be followed by discussion.



Short panel presentations: 

1. Transitioning from TCE in vapor degreasing applications at military facilities, Wayne Ziegler, Department of Defense

2. Alternatives evaluation, Heidi Wilcox, TURI 

3. Alternative solvent development, Ryan Hulse, Honeywell

4. Alternative to TCE, Manoj Patel, Green Life Development Company

5. Solvent Selection, Barbara Kanegsberg, BFK Associates (via webinar)

Potential Outcomes: 

1) List of criteria that potential alternatives will need to satisfy if they are to be used as replacements for TCE. 

2) What key lessons were learned in transitioning from TCE to an alternative that could help inform future substitutions? 

3) Are there generalizations that can be made so that future substitutions are easier to conduct? 

4) Are there any characteristics, or combinations of characteristics that resulted in no viable alternatives to TCE? 

5) List measures other than chemical substitution that can be used to reduce exposure to TCE as a vapor degreaser.



		4:30 - 5:00

		Public Comment



		5:00

		Adjourn Day 1










Wednesday, July 30



		8:30 - 9:30 



		Continued Discussion of Sessions 2 and 3  



		9:30 - 9:50

		Green Engineering: Strategies to reduce worker exposure

Edward Viveiros, Environmental Research Group (ERG) 



		9:50 -  10:00

		Break 



		10:00 - 11:30 



		Discussion and Conclusions from Sessions 2 and 3

Chair: Maria J. Doa, OPPT, EPA



		Suggestions for discussion topics: 

1) Summary of case studies 

2) Summary of key challenges

3) Summary of key successes

4) Summary of lessons learned

5) Summary of non-chemical exposure reduction options

Potential Outcome:   Identify key common elements that can help manufacturers, distributors, users and others to transition to safer alternatives.



		11:30 - 11:45

		Public Comment



		11:45 – 12:00



		Wrap Up and Next Steps

Chair: Maria J. Doa, OPPT, EPA



Potential Outcome:  Identification of next steps, challenges, and opportunities to transition away from TCE and promote risk reduction



		12:00 

		Adjourn Workshop
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Phone:  (202)564-0341
Email:   parsons.douglas@epa.gov
 


